Correction of coagulopathy in the setting of acute liver failure.
The depletion of vital coagulation factors and proteins in the setting of acute liver failure (ALF) is common and multifactorial. The management of critically ill patients with ALF is difficult and requires a multidisciplinary approach to effective treatment. Critical care nurses are essential in identifying potential sources of bleeding, monitoring for transfusion reactions, and staying vigilant for medication-related adverse reactions. Prevention and treatment of bleeding disorders is a priority because ineffective therapy can lead to hazardous consequences. Correction of coagulopathy for treatment of bleeding and reversal for invasive procedures should include a multifactorial therapeutic plan emphasizing the correction of all coagulation factors. The limitations of current knowledge in effective correction should serve as a stimulus for future research.